Piriform aperture surgery for alar collapse.
The region of maximum resistance in the respiratory tract is in the anterior part of the nose, and this area has been termed the nasal valve. Inspiratory narrowing of this area, known as alar or nasal valve collapse can produce the symptom of obstruction, and may be very difficult to correct. The anatomy and physiology of the nasal valve are discussed followed by the author's technique for correction of a common problem leading to alar collapse; a narrow piriform aperture, which is often associated with a prominent web at the muco-cutaneous junction.